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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The substitute specification filed 04/04/2007 has not been entered because it 
does not conform'^ to 37 CFR 1.125(b) and (c) because: a substitute specification, 
excluding the claims, must be accompanied by a statement that the substitute 
specification includes no new matter. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings were received on 04/04/2007. These drawings are acceptable. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 04/04/2007 with regards to claims 1-4,6-11,13-19 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

4. In response to applicant's argument that the modification proposed in ttie 
rejections would change the principle of operation of the prior art invention being 
modified (page 10 of the remarks), the test for obviousness is not whether the features 
of a secondary reference may be bodily incorporated into the structure of the primary 
reference; nor is it that the claimed invention must be expressly suggested in any one or 
all of the references. Rather, the test is what the combined teachings of the references 
would have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 
413. 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981). 

5. In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually (see 
page 1 1 of the remarks), one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references 
individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re 
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Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 
231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

SAKAGUCHI teaches all the limitations of claim 1 and 10 except SAKAGUCHI 
does not expressly disclose a sliding holder. The holder of SAKGUCHI comprises a 
pivoting holder which slides to lock/unlock the holder form the body and then pivots 
between a first position overlapping a concave portion and second position not 
overlapping the concave portion. LEARMONTH shows a sliding holder slidable 
between a first overlapping a concave portion and second position not overlapping a 
concave portion. Therefore the combination of SAKGUCHI and LEARMONTH disclose 
the limitations of claim 1 and 10. 

6. Applicant's arguments, see pages 13-14 of the remarks, filed 04/04/2007, with 
respect to Claims 20 and 21 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) rejections of Claims 20 and 21 have been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 20-23 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent fomi including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claims 20 and 21 are allowed in view of Applicant's remarks filed 
04/04/2007. The combination of SAKAGUCHI and LEARMONTH fail to teach wherein 
the abutting surface is between the first concave portion and the second concave 
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portion of the device. While ITO discloses an elastic member and abutting surface, 
elastic force from the elastic member does not return the holder from a second position 
to a first position as defined in the claims. Furthermore, interaction between the elastic 
member of ITO (leaf spring) and that of the combination of SAKAGUCHI and 
LEARMONTH (elasticity of the cover) differ in the interaction with other elements of the 
claims and therefore when combined do not disclose the claimed limitations. 

Regarding claini 22 and 23, the prior art of record does not disclose wherein the 
sliding holder comprises an inclined surface, wherein an obtuse angle is formed 
between the inclined surface and the first concave portion, and the SIM card is abutted 
by the inclined surface of the holder so that the holder is slid to the second position from 
the first position so as hot to overlap the body during the disposition of the SIM card on 
the body. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

9. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

1 0. Claims 1-4,6-11,1 3-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over SAKAGUCHI et al (US 2002/0094841 A1) in view of LEARMONTH et 
al (US 6,075,706). 

Regarding claim 1 , SAKAGUCHI discloses a mobile phone with a SIM card 
holder (Figure la; abstract) comprising: a body including a first concave portion and a 
second concave portion (Figure 1b; paragraph 27); a holder disposed in the first 
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concave portion of the body the holder movable between a first position overlapping the 
second concave portion and a second position (3, 4-Figure la, lb; paragraph 27-29); 
and a SIM card removably disposable in the second concave portion of the body (1- 
Figure 1a, lb; abstract), wherein the SIM card is abutted by the holder so that the 
holder is moved to the second position from the first position during the disposition of 
the SIM card is disposed in the second concave (abstract; paragraph 27-29), and the 
holder returns from the second position to the first position so as to fix the SIM card in 
the second concave portion when the SIM card is located in the second concave portion 
(abstract; paragraph 27-29). However, SAKAGUCHI does not disclose a sliding holder 
slidable between a first position overlapping a concave portion and a second position 
not overlapping a concave portion. In the same field of the endeavor, LEARMONTH 
discloses a sliding holder 26, 326 slidable between a first position overlapping a 
concave portion and a second position not overlapping a concave portion (Figures 1 , 2, 
10; col. 1, line 29-58; col. 3, line 49-col. 4, line 9; col. 5, line 36-41). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify SAKAGUCHI to include the latching SIM card holder of LEARMONTH, 
since the use of a slidable cover used to hold components within portable electronics is 
well known and conventional in the art. Furthermore, it has been held that construcfing 
a formerly integral structure in various elements Involves only routine skill in the art. 
See Nerwin v. Eriichman, 168 USPQ 177. 179. 

Regarding claim 2, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the body 
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includes a first contact in the second concave portion (2-Figure 1a; abstract), and the 
SIM card includes a second contact corresponding to the first contact (abstract), 
whereby the SIM card is electrically connected to the body by the second contact 
contacting the first contact (abstract). 

Regarding claim 3, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the first 
contact is an elastic member (2-Figure la; abstract), and the SIM card is ejected from 
the second concave portion by the first contact when the holder is moved to the second 
position from the first position (abstract; paragraph 26-29; SIM card is elastically held to 
second concave by the holder, and can be released by moving the holder. The elastic 
contacts provided for the SIM card will inherently eject the card from the holder when 
pressure is relieved.). 

Regarding claim 4, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the depth 
of the first concave portion is shallower than that of the second concave portion (Figure 
la; lb; First concave portion is shallower then the second with respect to the mobile 
devices body). 

Regarding claim 6, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the body 
includes an abutting surface between the first concave portion and the second concave 
portion, and the holder includes an elastic portion corresponding to the abutting surface, 
whereby the holder is disposed in the first concave portion of the body in a moveable 
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manner by the elastic portion abutting the abutting surface (paragraph 29-31; Figure 
3c). 

Regarding claim 7, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the holder 
includes an inclined surface opposite to a surface formed with the elastic portion 
(paragraph 29-31; Figure 3c; inclined surface provides pressure on the sim). 

Regarding claim 8, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the holder 
includes an inclined surface, and the inclined surface is abutted by the SIM card during 
the disposition of the SIM card in the second concave portion (paragraph 29-31; Figure 
3c; inclined surface provides pressure on the sim). 

Regarding claim 9, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the holder 
includes a release hole to assist in the movement of the holder (paragraph 29). 

Regarding claim 10, SAKAGUCHI discloses a mobile phone with a SIM card 
holder (Figure la; abstract) comprising: a body (Figure la, lb); a holder disposed on 
the body, the holder movable between a first position and a second position (3, 4-Figure 
la, lb; paragraph 27-29); and a SIM card removably disposed on the body (1 -Figure 
la, lb; abstract), wherein the SIM card is abutted by the holder so that the holder is 
moved to the second position from the first position when the SIM card is disposed on 
the body (abstract; paragraph 27-29), and the holder returns from the second position to 
the first position to overlap the SIM card so as to fix the SIM card on the body when the 
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SIM card is located on the body (abstract; paragraph 27-29). However, SAKAGUCHI 
does not disclose a sliding holder slidable between a first position overlapping a 
concave portion and a second position not overlapping a concave portion. In the same 
field of the endeavor, LEARMONTH discloses a sliding holder 26, 326 slidable between 
a first position overlapping a concave portion and a second position not overlapping a 
concave portion (Figures 1, 2, 10; col. 1, line 29-58; col. 3, line 49-col. 4, line 9; col. 5, 
line 36-41). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify SAKAGUCHI to include the latching SIM 
card holder of LEARMONTH, since the use of a slidable cover used to hold components 
within portable electronics is well known and conventional in the art. Furthermore, it has 
been held that constructing a formerly integral structure in various elements involves 
only routine skill in the art. See Nerwin v. Erlichman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the body 
includes a first concave portion, and the holder is disposed therein (Figure la, 1b; 
paragraph 27-29). 

Regarding claim 13, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the body 
includes a second concave portion for receiving the SIM card to dispose therein, and 
the depth of the first concave portion is shallower than that of the second concave 
portion (Figure la; lb; paragraph 26-29; First concave portion is shallower then the 
second with respect to the mobile devices body). 
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Regarding claim 14, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the body 
includes a first contact in the second concave portion, and the SIM card includes a 
second contact corresponding to the first contact, whereby the SIM card is electrically 
connected to the body by the second contact contacting the first contact (2-Figure la; 
abstract). 

Regarding claim 15, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the first 
contact is an elastic member, and the SIM card is ejected from the second concave 
portion by the first contact when the holder is moved to the second position from the first 
position (abstract; paragraph 26-29; SIM card is elastically held to second concave by 
the holder, and can be released by moving the holder. The elastic contacts provided for 
the SIM card will inherently eject the card from the holder when pressure is relieved). 

Regarding claim 16, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the body 
includes an abutting surface between the first concave portion and the second concave 
portion, and the holder includes an elastic portion corresponding to the abutting surface, 
whereby the holder is disposed in the first concave portion of the body in a moveable 
manner by the elastic portion abutting the abutting surface (paragraph 29-31; Figure 
3c). 

Regarding claim 17, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the holder 
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includes an inclined surface opposite to a surface formed with the elastic portion 
(paragraph 29-31; Figure 3c; inclined surface provides pressure on the sim). 

Regarding claim 18, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the holder 
includes an inclined surface, and the inclined surface is abutted by the SIM card when 
the SIM is disposed on the body from the outside (paragraph 29-31; Figure 3c; inclined 
surface provides pressure on the sim). 

Regarding claim 19, see the rejections of the parent claim concerning the subject 
matter this claim is dependent upon. SAKAGUCHI further discloses wherein the holder 
includes a release hole to assist in the movement of the holder (paragraph 29). 

Conclusion 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ariel Balaoing whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 4:30 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on (571) 272-7872. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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